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UK saxophonist Andy Sheppard’s second ECM album introduces his freely lyrical
new trio with Michel Benita and Sebastian Rochford. All three players share a
sense of stylistic open-mindedness. Drummer Rochford is one of the young
players changing perceptions of British jazz with bands Polar Bear and Acoustic
Ladyland, while Algiers-born French bassist Benita, who cites Charlie Haden and
Scott LaFaro as influences, has played with Archie Shepp, Dewey Redman, Lee
Konitz and in the ELB trio with Nguyén Lé and Peter Erskine.

Repertoire here includes originals by Sheppard, Benita and Rochford, plus group
improvisations and the standard ‘I'm Always Chasing Rainbows'. In all contexts, interaction
is highly creative, as Benita and Rochford respond perceptively to Sheppard’s melodically
and rhythmically inventive lines. Although Sheppard set up a residency for the trio at
Snape Maltings, Aldeburgh early in 2009, to explore the group’s creative potential and to
develop repertoire, this debut album was not recorded until July 2011 at Auditorio
Radiotelevisione Svizzera, Lugano.

While Andy Sheppard has recorded extensively with Carla Bley for the ECM-distributed
WATT label, he recorded his first ECM leader date in 2008. Movements In Colour
(1795042), featuring an international line-up with John Parricelli and Eivind Aarset on
guitars, Arild Andersen on bass, and Kuljit Bhamra on tabla, was acclaimed by the press
and became a bestseller in Britain.

Personnel: Andy Sheppard (tenor and soprano saxophones), Michel Benita (double-bass),
Sebastian Rochford (drums)

Tracks: Libertino / Slip Duty /7 I'm Always Chasing Rainbows / Spacewalk Part 1 / Dia da
Liberdade / Land of Nod / The Unconditional Secret / Ishidatami / Skin/Kaa / Spacewalk
Part 2 / Whereveryougoigotoo / Lots of Stairs / When We Live On The Stars...

UK Tour dates confirmed so far include:

23 March: Southampton, Turner Sims Concert Hall

24 March: Bristol, St George’s

25 March: Gateshead Jazz Festival, The Sage

21 May: Bury St Edmunds Festival

26 May: Manchester, Royal Northern College Of Music
2 June: Bath Festival




